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Hiding parties, that of rival Kings struggling for the
Election of Empire. Already the Pope had to choose
Emperor. "between the dynasties of France and Germany
or Italy. Each interest maintained its hired or devoted
partisans in Borne, either thwarting or urging the Pope
to hostile measures against its adversaries ; at the time
of each election to the Popedom exciting or maddening
the contest. The Papal throne, even before it had
assumed the power of awarding thrones and dictating to
mankind, had been an object of fierce, or at times of
sanguinary strife; and all these foreign and political
influences exasperated the wild collision of personal
conflict. While all around were lawless chieftains,
ready to interfere with or without cause, to espouse any
interest, and to aggrandise or enrich themselves at the
expense of the metropolis of Christendom.

This iron age, as it has been called, opened with the
Pontificate of Benedict IV.,C the successor of John IX.
The only act recorded of Benedict IV. was the corona-
tion d of the unfortunate Louis of Provence,
the competitor of Berengar for the empire.
Louis, according to Imperial usage, set up his tribunal^
and adjudged causes at Home.

On the death of Benedict, the prudent precautions
established by John IX., to introduce some regularity
and control over the anarchy of an election by a clergy
rent into factions, by a lawless nobility, and still more
lawless people, during this utter helplessness and the
abeyance, or the strife for the empire between rival
princes, fell into utter neglect, or impotency. The
Papacy became the prize of the most active, daring, and
violent. Leo V. won the prize; before two months he

July, A.D. 900 j died, 903, Aug.          <* 901, Feb.  Boomer, Regeata.